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The Bridge Store, a local fixture, is pictured on the cover.  Built by             
H. Willard Munson in 1877, his store sold groceries, dry goods, boots and 
shoes.  Upstairs was “Munson Hall”, a meeting place for various town 
organizations.   
 
Throughout its 130-year history, it has remained a store. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cover photo taken from a painting by Huntington artist, Carol Chandler 
 
Cover design courtesy of Paul Speckels 











DEDICATION 
 

 
 

Jim Watkins 
 
Like many of us, Jim Watkins is not a native of Huntington.  He was born and grew up in 
Baltimore.  He was attracted first to Miriam Wood and then to Huntington.  Jim and Miriam met 
in 1951 when he was stationed at Fort Devens and she was interning as a nurse at McLean 
Hospital.  After their marriage, they stayed in the Boston area while Jim completed at course at 
Wentworth Institute to become a Certified Engineering Technician. 
 
In 1960, they moved to Huntington, Miriam’s hometown, where they bought a small house on 
Allen Coit Road.  Jim gradually improved and enlarged the home to accommodate their family  
of four sons.  He still remembers the summer when he replaced the roof.  With a forecast of good 
weather, he had torn off the old roof, planning to install the new one the next day.  Then came a 
sudden tropical storm, much to the alarm of the Watkins household.  As the first raindrops began 
to fall, neighbors quickly gathered to help secure tarps, saving the house from drowning.  They 
were undoubtedly returning the many neighborly acts that Jim had done and would continue to do 
over the years. 
 
Jim has served his adopted town in ways almost too many to count.  He was a Cub Master and 
Boy Scout Assistant for seven years.  He has been a member of the Planning Board, the 
Conservation Commission, the Zoning Board and the Town Hall Renovation Committee.  He 
worked as Hazardous Waste Coordinator and chaired the Landfill Capping Committee.  He 
served as Assessor for thirteen years and Selectman for six.  He did all that while working on 
engineering projects all over western Massachusetts and also collecting antique bottles to sell in a 
shop near his house. 
 
The Town of Huntington is proud to dedicate this Town Report to Jim Watkins, with gratitude 
and affection. 
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GATEWAY REGIONAL SCHOOL DISTRICT 
BLANDFORED – CHESTER – HUNTINGTON – MIDDLEFIELD 

MONTGOMERY – RUSSELL – WORTHINGTON 
 

 
 
 

TELEPHONE NUMBERS 
 
 
Gateway Regional School District  (Main Number): 685-1000 
Gateway Regional School District  (Fax Number):  667-8739 
 
Blandford Elementary School     685-1350 
Chester Elementary School      685-1360 
R. H. Conwell Elementary School    685-1370 
Littleville Elementary School     685-1301 
Russell Elementary School      685-1380 
Gateway Regional Middle School    685-1202 
Gateway Regional High School     685-1103 

High School Guidance Office    685-1107 
Central Office        685-1010 
 Superintendent       685-1011 
 Business Manager      685-1016 
Pupil Services        685-1017 
Gateway Wellness Center      685-1040 
 
School-Based Health Center     667-0142 






